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Message from the Mayor 
 

October was a memorable month for 

Houston as we all continue to provide 

ongoing relief efforts for those affected by 

Hurricane Katrina and as we aid the 

rebuilding of the Gulf Coast.  We were 

very proud to host our first-ever Major 

League Baseball World Series, and I truly 

believe that we have shown yet again to 

the national and international media the 

heart, pride, and spirit of Houston and of 

our citizens. 

 

I would like to thank you all for your kind words, thoughts, 

advice, your vital feedback and most of all, your support.  We 

look forward to continuing to hear from you on enhancing our 

quality of international life in Houston. 

 

Bill White, Mayor 

Message from the Director 
 

Houston and Canada have maintained close 

ties of trade and friendship for more than a 

century and this November is a milestone in 

the partnership history as the Canadian 

government opens its consulate office in 

Houston.  

 

Establishment of the Canadian office marks the 83rd consular 

offices in Houston. The consulate will serve as the Canadian 

government's primary link with Houston on issues such as trade 

and economic development. The Mayor's Office of International 

Affairs and Development will continue to work with the 

Canadian government and the Consulate of Canada. We 

welcome this important step in the relationship with Canada. 

 

Helen T. Chang, Director of International Affairs & 

Development 
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October 2005 Highlights 
 

Houston, the Trade-Trio Base 
 

 

As one of the leaders in promoting Houston’s economic 

development and world trade, the Greater Houston Partnership 

hosted Houston – Taiwan and Mexico Connections seminar on 

October 6. 

 

The boardroom was filled with business leaders interested in 

developing trade relations with Taiwan and Mexico. C.Y. Ling, 

director of the Commercial Division of the Taipei Economic and 

Cultural Office in Houston, introduced “Business Opportunities in 

Taiwan: The Houston/Mexico Connection.” As Houston’s first 

sister-city since 1961, Taipei actively involves in promoting 

Houston as the storage base for the trade-trio. The presentation 

focused on the three regions: Houston, Mexico and Taiwan, relying 

on one another for trade manufacturing, where Houston serves as 

the central location for the connection. “As materials and resources 

being shipped from Taiwan, assembly taking place in Mexico, and the United States being a retailer of the 

products, the central location for storage would be Houston,” Ling explains. – By Monica M. Faridi   

 

Taste of Greek  υποδοχή 
 

 

The Original Greek Festival has become a cultural landmark on the 

Houston festival scene. Now in its 39th year, the Festival returned to its 

home at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral and surrounding 

grounds to host this year’s spectacular event during the weekend of 

October 6-9. With 4 days of beautiful October weather, more than 

40,000 crowd enjoyed sunny mild weather, wonderful Greek food, 

dancing, shopping, and special events and presentations.  

 

One of the highlights of the Festival is the delicious food prepared 

by community parishioners from recipes handed down over the 

centuries. Pastries and deserts, including spectacular “Never on 

Sundaes,” baklava, and popular hot honey puffs called 

“loukoumades” are also 

delicious choices. Visitors also 

enjoy a variety of Greek wines, 

domestic beer, soft drinks, and 

bottled water.  

– By Tiffanie Williams 

 

 

Youth dances at the festival. 

Special Thanks 
Article submitted by Tiffanie 

Williams, Annunciation Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral. 

 

Did You Know? 

The first Greeks known to have come to 

Houston arrived in about 1888. These 

were the Polemanakos brothers, who 

established first a series of fruit stands, 

then later a confectionary on Main 

Street. 

 

Source: www.houstonhistory.com 

 

 
George Donnelly, chairman of the Greater 

Houston Partnership Aviation Committee, 

led a presentation, “Houston – Open for 

Business,” highlighting Houston’s 

enhanced medical center, energy, chemical 

and technology industries.   

 

http://www.houstonhistory.com/
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The Future of Europe 
 

  

On October 6, Charles Kupchan, senior fellow and director of 

European Studies at the Council on Foreign Relations, spoke to 

members of the Houston World Affairs Council on Europe’s 

constitutional crisis and its implications for transatlantic 

relations.  The seminar addressed Europe’s current impasse, the 

lessons that are beginning to emerge from the rejection of the 

constitution and the future of the transatlantic alliance. 

 

Dr. Kupchan points to five factors that contributed to today’s 

European constitution. The first is that the eastward 

enlargement of the European Union has come at the expense of 

a deeper union.  

The second lesson is that economic reform is vital to the future 

of European integration. Dr. Kupchan explained, “There was a 

‘no’ vote in France and the Netherlands because of discontent with economic performance, the EU became a 

scapegoat.” The ‘no’ votes revealed a third lesson: Europe must promote multi-ethnicity in practice. A fourth 

lesson concerns Europe is democratic deficit. The fifth and final lesson was that casting the European Union as a 

counterweight to the United States is not an argument that – at the 

end of the day – will succeed in legitimating Europe to Europe’s 

populations. The people of Europe want a Europe that is a partner 

of the United States and not a counterweight.  

– By Joanne Howard 

 

 

Festa Italiana Marks Another Successful Year 
 

 

The 27th annual Festa Italiana returned with a hearty “Buon giorno” this 

year, boasting over twenty different booths with various Italian cuisines, 

games and performances.  Throughout the weekend of October 8-9, 

hundreds of participants visited the festival that honors the Italian culture 

and heritage.  True to the theme “Come Have Lunch”, you could gorge 

on cannoli, sfingi, Caesar salad, and afterwards relax and play some 

bocce ball. 

 

The event was organized by the Federation of Italian-American 

Organizations of Greater Houston, an umbrella organization for 

Houston’s 23 different Italian – American organizations. All proceeds 

from the festival go to support the Italian Cultural and Community 

Center of Houston, which keeps Italian culture alive in Houston with 

language classes, lectures and scholarships. – By Matthew Shailer 

The outgoing and friendly verve that 

characterizes one of Houston’s largest 

ethnic festivals portraying the Italian 

culture in America, and in the 

international cityscape of Houston. 

Special Thanks 
Article submitted by Joanne Howard, 

Houston World Affairs Council. 

Dr. Kupchan believes that there is merely a 

pause in Europe’s evolution and is in no way 

‘the end of Europe’. 
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Houston Welcomes Vice Governor of 

Shandong 
 

 

October has filled with historic amounts of international activity 

within the city of Houston.  Another milestone for the rewarding 

relationships between Houston and cities and regions in China 

was the visit of a 20-member delegation from the Shandong 

Province, led by Shangdong Vice Governor Sun Shoupu.   

 

Vice Governor Sun met with Councilmember Mark Goldberg on 

October 10, the same day that he participated in a roundtable 

discussion hosted by the Department of Asia/Pacific Economic 

Development & Tourism of the Office of Texas Governor and 

Greater Houston Partnership.   

 

The multiparty dialogue focused on the many potential investment opportunities and economic projects within the 

Shandong Province of China.  Houston, in tandem with regional Chinese counterparts, has, over the years, 

labored intensely for the development of stronger Sino-Houstonian economic ties, as well as an increase in the 

joint opportunities for investment and the sharing of culturally enriching exchanges. – By Matthew Shailer 

 

 

 

Trade Mission to China Continues Friendship and Trade 
 

On October 13-26, a high-level delegation led by Houston’s Councilmember 

Adrian Garcia traveled throughout China establishing ties and encouraging 

trade for Houston with the dynamic and boundlessly growing urban centers of 

that region. Chinese cities are fast becoming some of Houston’s largest 

trading partners – a trade not limited to material items, but also encompassing 

exchanges of information, experience and technology as well. In addition to 

seeking out trade prospects, the delegation met with officials in China to 

discuss opportunities for future delegations. Over the next few months, the 

City of Houston anticipates no less than 9 high-level exchanges with our 

partners in China.   

 

The delegation traveled 

to 5 of China’s largest 

and most economically 

vibrant cities: Shanghai, Suzhou, Qingdao, Beijing, and 

Dalian. Councilmember Garcia signed a Letter of Intent for 

Houston and Qingdao recognizing the valuable friendship 

and cooperation that exists between the two cities. The trip 

lays the groundwork for another visit to China in summer of 

2006, in addition to participation in the 2007 International 

Festival.  – By Matthew Shailer 

 

 

 
A trade mission led by Vice Governor Sun seeks 

closer partnership with Houston. 

 

Did You Know? 

The Mayor’s Office of International Affairs 

and Development has initiated and 

coordinated the signing of more than 100 

international cooperation agreements with 

cities in China in the areas of petrochemical, 

hi-tech, airport, port, public health, education, 

and exhibition.  

 

Councilmember Garcia meets with 

China Municipal Government 

officials to discuss the future 

partnership between the two 

regions. 
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Japan-America Society of Texas Benefit dinner  
 

 

Members and Friends of the Japan-America Society of Houston gathered at the 

Petroleum Club of Houston on October 21 for the One Thousand Cranes 2005 

dinner celebrating the 60th anniversary of friendship between the United States 

and Japan. One Thousand Cranes refers to the Japanese legend that a person who 

folds one thousand origami paper cranes, a senbazuru, will have his wish come 

true.   

 

A key focus for the evening was celebrating and strengthening the relationship 

between Japanese and Americans in the Houston area. Remarks and toasts were 

given by Consul General Yoshihiko 

Kamo, President Hideaki Ninomiya 

of the Japan Business Association of Houston, President J.J. Naoki 

of the Japanese Association of Greater Houston, President George 

Hirasaki of the Japanese American Citizens League, and Chairman 

Charles Foster of the Asia Society, Texas. – By Peggy Schmitt 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Major Events 

 
EU-U.S. Panel: Eliminating Barriers to EU-U.S. Economic Relations 
 

 

November is another international month filled with events 

highlighting countries around the globe. On November 4, the 

Greater Houston Partnership will host the EU-US Panel: 

Eliminating Barriers To EU- US Economic Relations. 

 

The panel consists of a diverse group of speakers, including: 

James Hughes, First Secretary for Trade of the British Embassy 

in Washington; Randy Braud, U.S. Country Controller of Shell 

Oil Company and representative of Trans-Atlantic Business 

Dialogue. 

 

This breakfast program will help Houston business leaders 

understand what increased trade between the European Union 

and Houston will mean to the health and vitality of the local 

economy. – By Monica M. Faridi 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

In 2004, trade between Houston and the 

European Union exceeded $23 billion 

accounting for 22% of total trade with 

Houston. In a study of the top 25 countries 

for Houston area companies, 7 of the first 

20 are European, i.e. Germany, United 

Kingdom, Netherlands, Belgium, France, 

Italy, and Norway. 

 

Source: Greater Houston Partnership 

 

Special Thanks 
Article submitted by Peggy Schmitt, 

Japan-America Society of Houston 

Mayor Bill White addresses the 

evening celebration. 
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Premier Award Presented to Scholar from World Health Organization 
 

 

For centuries, scholars have been awarded with honors for their continuous research effort. In recognizing their 

contributions, the University of Texas at Houston has held many ceremonies in the past honoring peers in the 

field of health who have made a difference in disease control.  

 

On November 4, the University of Texas at Houston will honor Dr. Klaus Stöhr with the President’s Award for 

Leadership in Health for his outstanding leadership in medicine, in prevention of infectious disease and leadership 

at World Health Organization in the Global Influenza Programme. 

 

Dr. Stöhr has long been active in the world of biomedicine. With a history of research and extended works in 

disease control, Dr. Stöhr has been employed by the World Health Organization (WHO) since 1991, recently 

appointed as the coordinator of the WHO Global Influenza Programme, Department for Communicable Disease 

Surveillance and Response. – By Monica M. Faridi 

 

 

Mission to Libya and Tunisia 
 

 

In ancient times Libya and Tunisia were home to some of the greatest 

civilizations that flourished in the Mediterranean. Today Tunisia is a 

truly kaleidoscopic nation full of French flavor and Arab spice and 

with Libya's opening of diplomatic ties after 24 years, this is a 

wonderful time to explore the ancient remnants and sites, as tourism 

is still in its infancy.  

 

On February 13-23, the Houston World Affairs Council will be 

leading a delegation to Libya and Tunisia. The 10-day itinerary begins with exploring Tunis, the capital of 

Tunisia, Carthage, one of the greatest cities of the ancient 

world and home of the military superstar Hannibal, Sidi 

Bou Said, a pretty whitewashed Tunisian village set high 

on a cliff where we have time to stroll among narrow 

cobbled streets, and Dougga.  

 

The journey continues as the delegation visits Bizerte, Cap 

Serrat, Tripoli, and Leptis Magna. Giving the delegation 

an insight into traditional Berber life, the final destination 

in Libya is a tour of the Jebel Nafusa region, Gharyan, 

Ain az-Zarqa, Qasr al Haj, and finally an ancient stone 

village at Tarmeisa. Register by November 8, 2005. For 

more information, please call 713-316-4469.  

 

Source: http://www.houstonworldaffairs.org 

 

 

Gulf of Tunis 

 

Did You Know? 

The Libyan economy depends primarily upon 

revenues from the oil sector, which contribute 

practically all export earnings and about one-

quarter of GDP. 

 

Tunisia, at the northernmost bulge of Africa, 

thrusts out toward Sicily to mark the division 

between the eastern and western 

Mediterranean Sea. 

 

Source: www.infoplease.com 

 

 

http://www.houstonworldaffairs.org/
http://www.infoplease.com/
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The 83rd Consulate Office Opens the Door to Trade Potential 
 

 

Our neighbor to the north will consecrate its official consulate office in Houston on November 10 with a ribbon 

cutting ceremony attended by Mayor Bill White and His Excellency Frank McKenna, the Canadian ambassador to 

the United States. Houston is home to the 3rd largest number of consulates in the United States and is proud of 

this newest addition to its consular corps. Canadian businesses have been strategic partners for trade in Houston 

for years, and while the consulate has provided services in Houston since 2003, the new consulate building will 

establish a base of operations for the many functions of the Canadian consulate. 

 

Trade between Canada and Houston is 

richly rewarding, and is developed 

energetically by companies and 

government officials to match the energy 

resources and the entrepreneurial gusto 

found in Canada with the production 

know-how, financial wherewithal and 

the forward-looking business spirit of 

the Energy Capital to the World.  As 

Canada’s officials open the doors to their 

new home, they open as well the doors 

to many more exciting opportunities and 

partnerships for years to come.  

– By Matthew Shailer 
 

 

 

Gala Emphases Arab-American Unity and Friendship 
 

 

A “Decade of Achievement” is the focus of the celebration for the 10th Annual Unity and Friendship Gala held by 

the Arab-American Cultural & Community Center (ACC) on November 12 at the Westchase Marriott. Houston’s 

immensely diverse and international population is a constant source of enrichment to city life, and this month our 

city will celebrate another vibrant culture and people that call the Energy Capital home: Arab-Americans. 

 

A decade of growth, contribution, and achievement characterizes 

the great strides that the Arab-American community has made 

not only in Houston, but the United States as well.  Of our fellow 

citizens, 65,000 are of Arab descent, and Houston’s ACC is the 

locus for all things Arab: history and language classes, culture 

exchanges and entertainment.  – By Matthew Shailer 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

Houston is home to the largest Arab 

community in the south, ranking 9th among 

Arab communities nationwide. 

 

Sources: www.socsci.uci.edu 

 

 

Did You Know? 

The United States and Canada share the longest unguarded border 

in the world.  A border is not all we share, trade between Canada 

and the United States increases at about 6% annually, and has 

tripled since 1989. In May, 2005, Cities of Houston and Calgary 

signed the Partner-Cities Petrochemical Agreement, furthering the 

partnership effort from both regions  

 

Source: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/can-am/houston/menu-en.asp 

 

 

http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/can-am/houston/menu-en.asp
http://www.socsci.uci.edu/
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Brazil, Energy and Power 5 
 

 

On November 14, the American Chamber of Commerce 

and the Brazil-Texas Chamber of Commerce will feature 

many Brazilian government officials, including Silas 

Rondeau, minister of energy and mines, as well as 

excellent speakers from the energy and power industry of 

Brazil and the United States. 

 

From environmental issues and regulations to Brazilian 

land and sea opportunities, the event provides an 

opportunity for Houston to understand and form a stronger 

partnership with Brazilian. For more information, please 

visit http://www.braziltexas.org. – By Monica M. Faridi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mesdames et messieurs, bienvenue! 
 

 

Be the first to uncork the 2005 Beaujolais Nouveau, 

Houston will be celebrating its 22nd Annual Beaujolais 

Wine and Food Festival at the Hotel Hilton on 

November 17. Gathering wine aficionados around the 

world, the evening will feature an array of Beaujolais 

Nouveau, Villages and Cru wines as well as hors 

d’oeuvres prepared by 15 of Houston’s renowned 

restaurants and caterers.  

 

Organized by the French-American Chamber of Commerce, the celebration promises to be a delicious evening of 

fresh taste with a French touch. – By Illy A. Jaffer 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

Every year since half a century the Beaujolais Nouveau is released 

on the third Thursday of November and shipped around the world 

that same day, creating the excitement and pleasure befitting the 

start of the festive season! 

 

 

Did You Know? 

Brazil has the most advanced industrial sector in 

Latin America. Accounting for one-third of GDP, 

Brazil's diverse industries range from 

automobiles, steel, and petrochemicals, to 

computers, aircraft, and consumer durables.  

 

With the increased economic stability provided by 

the Plano Real, Brazilian firms and multinationals 

have invested heavily in new equipment and 

technology, a large share of which has been 

purchased from U.S. firms.   Brazil has the 9th 

largest economy in the world at purchasing power 

parity in 2004. 

 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org 

 

 

 

http://www.braziltexas.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/
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A Leading Role in a Changing World 
 

 

The American University of Beirut (AUB) Alumni Association 

of North America (AANA) will hold its 12th National 

Convention on November 18-20 at the InterContinental Hotel, 

where over 500 alumni and friends are expected to attend.  

  

The convention theme this year is AUB: A Leading Role in a 

Changing World. The program includes panel discussions, 

luncheon, social activities, dinner and dance.  The event will 

highlight the pivotal role AUB, a highly distinguished group of 

professionals represented in all fields including politics, 

medicine, business, academia, diplomacy, science, engineering, 

architecture, and arts, has played in the Middle East and in the 

international community since its inception in 1866. Among the 

many keynote speakers highlighting the event is U.S. Senator 

John E. Sununu. – By Lina A. Jazi 

 

 

 

Leading Education: Houston Hosts Luncheon Honoring Vice Minister 
 

 

With more than 60 colleges, universities and institutions, 

Houston is known in many circles as an exemplary city for 

higher education. On December 2, during a luncheon hosted by 

the City of Houston Mayor’s Office and the Houston World 

Affairs Council, Houston’s intellectual stage will be graced by 

the presence of a kindred spirit in the pursuit of educational 

excellence: Madam Wu Qidi, Vice Minister of Education of 

China.   

 

Madam Wu has spent the entirety of her life in academic and 

educational circles, first working as a researcher and professor 

at the Tongji University in China, then as vice president and 

later president of the University, and now as Vice Minister of 

Education of China.  

 

Madam Wu and her 5-member delegation’s visit will focus on 

opening dialogues between Houston’s and China’s educational 

system. The luncheon will be held at the InterContinental Hotel 

where it is expected to draw more than 250 educational frontier 

and community leaders. For more information, please call 713-

247-3595. – By Matthew Shailer 

 

 

Special Thanks 
Article submitted by Lina A. 

Jazi, the AANA. 

 

Did You Know? 

Under Madam Wu’s stewardship first as vice 

president and then as president of Tongji 

University, the university more than doubled 

its student population from 27,000 to 56,000.  

Tongji’s graduate student population tripled 

in this same period of time, as did the 

amount of research funds.  Tongji now ranks 

as the fifth largest among Chinese 

universities. 

 

In 2004, total enrollment of higher education 

exceeded 20 million, including 13.33 million 

college students and junior college students 

and 820,000 graduate students on campus, 

2.4 times and 2.7 times that of 2000, 

respectively. Higher education recorded a 

gross enrollment rate of above 19%, entering 

an internationally recognized stage of 

popularization. 

 

Source: www.chinanews.cn 

 

Did You Know? 

 

When the civic war was declared ‘over’, the 

Lebanese took a start on rebuilding their 

cultural society in the educational domain 

and encouraging education through free and 

facilitated methods. Today, the capital of 

Lebanon houses over 20 colleges and 

universities, bringing Lebanon’s overall 

literacy rate to over 87%. 

 

Source: http://csrd.lau.edu.lb 
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Sister City Spotlight – Aberdeen 

 
 

 

 

 

Last year marked the 25th anniversary of Houston’s sister 

city relationship with Grampian Region (Aberdeen), 

Scotland. With a population over 200,000, Aberdeen is a 

cosmopolitan port city.  

 

Built at the mouth of two major rivers, the Granite City 

owes its distinctive appearance to the locally quarried 

and widely exported building material. Traditional 

industries, such as fishing and farming, still prosper but 

Aberdeen's modern economy is fuelled by the oil 

industry, earning the city its name as “Oil Capital of 

Europe.” A member of the World Energy Cities 

Partnership, Aberdeen has strong business ties to 

Houston and is an active participant in the annual 

Offshore Technology conference. Additionally, the United Kingdom is Houston’s top air cargo partner. In 2004, 

trade was valued at almost $1.1 billion. 

 

The Houston Grampian Association has several active programs. The 

Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen and Houston Baptist 

University College of Nursing have participated in a student exchange 

program since 1995. This two week program enables peers from each 

visiting country to understand how nursing care is provided in their 

Sister City's country. The program’s participants focus on identifying 

perception of health and health care problems and the delivery of 

health care within the international community.  

 

Every two years there is an outbound or inbound exchange between 

the Houston and Grampian Region which provides business 

networking opportunities. For more information about the 

association’s upcoming activities and how to become involved, please 

contact the Houston International Protocol Alliance at 713-227-3395.  

– By Alma D. Maldonado 

 

Balmoral Castle, purchased by Prince Albert for Queen 

Victoria in 1852. 

This month the International Newsletter will continue to showcase each one of Houston's 16 sister cities around 

the globe with a closer look at each distinctive locale. This month we feature Aberdeen, Scotland. 

 

 

Did You Know? 

Aberdeen is the center of the oil industry. Other important 

industries are textile production, distilling, and fishing. Textiles, 

beer, and whisky, which are among Scotland's chief exports, are 

produced in many towns in Scotland. 

 

Source: http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/world/A0860982.html 

 

Former Houston Grampian Association 

President John Fowler (right) with The 

Honorable John Reynolds, Lord Provost of 

Aberdeen, at the unveiling of the Silver 

Jubilee marker in Duthie Park, Aberdeen, 

Scotland. 

Special Thanks  
Article submitted by Alma D. 

Maldonado, Houston International 

Protocol Alliance. 
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Meet the Consular Corps in Houston 

 
 

 

 

“For years, Japan and 

Houston have established a 

great partnership!” says 

Consul General Kamo, who 

has served the Japanese 

Consulate General in 

Houston for the States of 

Texas and Oklahoma since 

2004. 

 

Maintaining the consular 

affairs for two states in the 

United States, Consul General Kamo is presented with 

a challenging task. However, having 30 years of 

diplomatic experience with foreign countries around 

the globe, Consul General Kamo is ready to expand 

Japan-Houston relations. Since Continental Airlines 

established its direct flight between Houston and 

Tokyo in 1999, relations between Houston and cities 

in Japan have become increasingly dynamic, as 

witnessed by the growing Japanese population in the 

city. Consul General Kamo is delighted to see the 

growth of the Japanese community, culture, and 

business sector in Houston. “The bilateral ties between 

Japan and Houston have been rewarding and 

beneficial,” says the Consul General Kamo.  

 

The partnership is strengthened by our sister city, 

Chiba, through trade and commerce rooted in the two 

cities’ world-leading ports and strong industrial bases, 

as well as the many annual events, exchange 

programs, inbound and outbound official delegations 

with other cities in Japan. The delegation from Tokyo 

led by Vice Governor Takeo Hamauzu arrived earlier 

this February, and, this summer, the trade mission to 

Tokyo and Aichi brought momentum to the ongoing 

partnership. 

 

“Houston is in the fore-front of the rest of the U.S., 

reflecting the future of America economically and 

politically,” says Consul General Kamo. Hoping to 

introduce more programs into Japan that aim at 

developing and diversifying the country’s economic 

growth, Consul General Kamo looks to Houston as the 

greatest potential partner in the fields of biochemistry, 

research, medical science and aerospace technology. 

“Japan’s semiconductor firms are doing great—

Toshiba and Mitsubishi have branches in the U.S,” 

expresses Consul General Kamo. However, business 

isn’t the only sector that Japan is engaging. Japanese 

astronaut Soichi Noguchi flew on NASA’s shuttle 

Discovery this summer and became a legend in Japan-

Houston partnership.  

 

As the business and aerospace ties strengthens, the 

bond between Houston and cities throughout Japan 

will continue to move into a new and diverse level.  

– By Monica M. Faridi 
 

Consul General 

Yoshihiko Kamo 

This month we go to the Far East to speak with The Honorable Yoshihiko Kamo, Japanese Consul General 

in Houston, to discuss everything from government visits to aerospace. 

 
Map of Japan 

日本日本日本日本    



 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad  

International Affairs and Development International Newsletter p. 12

 

International Hub: Houston Technology Center 
 

 

 

Houston Technology Center (HTC), a non-profit corporation, is 

Houston’s business accelerator and the largest technology 

business incubator in Texas. HTC accelerates the 

commercialization of emerging technology companies in Greater 

Houston by providing in-depth business guidance, access to 

capital and service providers, and entrepreneurial education.  

 

Selecting the most promising emerging technologies among the 

city’s home-grown to cultivate, the organization provides these 

companies the necessary tools and creates a variety of 

opportunities to facilitate and assist their growth and success. 

“The best testimony to the success of HTC’s acceleration 

program is our Graduating Companies” says Paul Frison, 

President and CEO of the Houston Technology Center.  “Since 

our inception in 1999, we have graduated 27 companies, all of 

which were merged, acquired or reached the growth milestones 

set by HTC, after working at least two years with our team of 

experts. Among our Graduates are companies like Questia Media, 

Hispanic Teleservices and many more. We are very proud of the 

successful results of our work”, he added. 

 

To date, HTC has helped over 160 new 

technology companies growing their 

business and provided feedback to over 

1,000 applicants. In the process, HTC 

assisted these companies in raising over 

$400 million in capital and in the creation of 

thousands of jobs, a significant portion of 

which are in Houston. HTC’s midtown 

facility is currently expanding to 

accommodate the organization’s growth. A 

new wing being built is expected to be ready 

for housing nearly 75 new companies early 

next year, more than doubling the space that 

is currently offered.  

 

In addition to assisting emerging technology companies and 

communicating the success of Houston as a leading hot-bed of 

technology, HTC also supports the community at large and, in 

particular, the underserved by providing education to enable 

easier entry to the ever-increasing, highly technological 

workplace. For more information, visit www.houstontech.org. 

  

 

Did You Know? 

Supported by more than 300 corporations 

and organizations, Houston's leading 

academic institutions, the Greater Houston 

Partnership, the Texas Medical Center, 

NASA-Johnson Space Center, and the City 

of Houston, HTC has become the world 

center of technology entrepreneurship by 

assisting companies within several key 

sectors: Energy, Information Technology, 

Life Sciences, Nanotechnology, and NASA-

originated technologies.   

 

HTC Energy Program provides strategic and 
tactical management services to Houston-area 

emerging energy technology entrepreneurs.  

 

HTC Information Technology Program 
provides strategic and tactical management as 

well as investment-related advice to Houston-

area information technology entrepreneurs  

 

HTC Life Sciences Program provides 
strategic and tactical management as well as 

investment-related advice to Houston-area life 

sciences entrepreneurs.  

 

HTC NASA-Originated Technologies 

Program has been a key HTC partner since the 
organization’s formative stages.  

 

Emerging Markets Group focuses on 
helping early stage underserved and Women-

owned technology businesses get to market by 

reaching out to entrepreneurs in these 

communities to ensure a rich diversity of 

technology companies in Houston.  

 

 

Paul Frison, 

president and CEO 

of the Houston 

Technology Center. 

Special Thanks  
Article submitted by the Houston 

Technology Center. 

http://www.houstontech.org/
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The Global Bridge:  Acres Home Citizen Chamber of Commerce 
 

 
 

 

 

The Acres Home Citizens Chamber of Commerce 

(AHCCC), incorporated in the fall of 1988, was 

designed to provide a basis of support for the business 

and economic well being of the Acreage Home 

Community. 

 

 It is the mission of the Acres 

Home Citizens Chamber of 

Commerce to provide more 

business opportunities and 

generate spending in our 

community. This mission is 

accomplished by providing 

seminars, workshops, and 

technical assistance which 

addresses the special needs and 

concerns of our members and the 

community in general. The entire 

community and its businesses 

benefit is a result of the Acres 

Home Citizens Chamber of 

Commerce being a viable 

business entity, by recruiting small businesses and 

creating jobs, and generating millions of new dollars 

into the Acreage Home economy annually. Individual 

members benefit from having a voice of 

representation. The AHCCC works with policy 

makers, legislators, major corporations and others to 

meet the needs and concerns of the community. 

 

Perhaps, that appears to be more of a vision, or even 

an impossible dream, but it became a reality when the 

Chamber work in unison with a single purpose. In 

addition, our purpose was to ultimately create the 

Acres Home Center for Business and Economic 

Development (AHCBED), a community-based non-

profit organization that is tax exempt under 

participants in the Acres Home Community. The 

organization was initially incorporated in 1994 as the 

Acreage Home Community Education Research and 

Economic Development and subsequently changed its 

name in 1996. Its origin was emanated from the 

crucial need for business and economic development 

in the Acres Home Community using a holistic 

approach. 

 

The Center was designed and organized for minority 

businesses, government, religious, and education 

sectors to stimulate job creation, infrastructure 

improvements, commercial, residential, business and 

economic development projects and activities for the 

low-and-moderate-income citizens. 

 

The Chamber addresses this severe need through small 

business workshops, business counseling, education 

forums, and youth entrepreneurship programs. The 

Center and the Chamber has now moved into a state-

of-the-art building named in honor of a community 

legend and activist, Buelah Ann Shephard, located at 

6112 Wheatley. Equipped with a business and 

economic development resource library and computer 

center, this facility serves as the nerve center for 

community based business and economic development 

in the Acres Home Community. The Center also offers 

entrepreneurial and computer training, business 

counseling, educational workshops and seminars, and 

business services. These services are provided at no 

cost to low income citizens who qualify. In essence, 

the Chamber is evolving into an even more effective 

organization, therefore it’s easy to dispel the notion 

that African Americans are too easily divided, to ever 

control our own destiny. We are doing just that! For 

more information, please call 713-692-7003.  

– By Keith Silas 
 

 

 

 

 

Starting this month the International Newsletter will feature a new section “The Global Bridge” introducing 

the chambers of commerce in Houston dedicated to promoting Houston’s international image.  

 

Special Thanks  
Article submitted by Keith Silas, the 

Acres Chamber of Commerce. 

Roy Douglas 

Malonson, 

chairman & CEO 

of the Acres Home 

Citizen Chamber 

of Commerce 
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International Frontier – James T. Hackett 
 

 

 

 

 

Growing up in a modest 

household, James 

Hackett remembers “the 

most influential people 

in life,” his parents, 

always guiding him to 

achieve more and at a 

higher level, pursuing a 

wisdom — the sky’s the 

limit. Well, James 

Hackett has done just that and more!  

Recently named one of Houston’s top-ten 

most successful executives, James Hackett 

has worked dedicatedly in the energy 

business for all his life, holding a variety of 

management positions. Appointed in 2003, 

James Hackett is currently the president and 

CEO of Anadarko Petroleum Corporation.  

 

As a businessman, Hackett’s focus, 

internationally, has been with Africa and the 

Middle East, due to their oil resource bases.  

“The oil industry has been a leader in 

expanding Houston’s global network,” says 

Hackett. “[As] oil, gas, and power develop, 

companies have become more globalized and 

international and in-turn, have built two-way 

streets between Houston and its [counter-

cities].” Believing Houston has changed as 

an international city, James Hackett states 

that the medical center has become more 

important to the city, therefore attracting 

more people to Houston. 

 

With such a busy schedule, Hackett likes 

nothing more than to lounge at home and 

read; but when does he have time to do that?  

Having a diversified substantial involvement 

in the community, James Hackett tries to find 

more ways to engage himself in the subjects 

he loves the most.  In his spare 

time, James Hackett continues to 

express his passion for the energy 

business, holding leadership roles 

in a number of petroleum 

organizations.  Aside from his 

professional life, Hackett holds a 

deep appreciation for theater, arts, 

and humanity. Serving as the 

president of the Houston Grand 

Opera and serves as the chair for 

the St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital 

Capital Campaign, James Hackett 

says his heart is in the right place, 

conveying a hope that “by uniting 

together, we can help Houston be a 

better city to live in.” 

 

“Many people think great beaches, 

ocean views, tall mountains, and 

include many cases of topography 

make a beautiful city; however, 

Houston has far more than that, we 

have endless possibilities here 

[Houston].” says Hackett. 

Houston’s assets include NASA, 

one of the largest medical centers 

in the world, one of the highest-

ranking ports in the United States, 

and reorganization as the energy 

capital of the world. “Houston is 

on the right path and remains 

sensitive to the fact that we need to 

continue to have good people 

living here.  Our goals, as 

Houstonians, should be to continue 

being involved in the city, where 

we can help and grow.” 

By Illy A. Jaffer

 

Every month we focus on a Houstonian who has made an indelible mark on our city through outstanding 

contributions and services to the growth of Houston as an international city. 

 
James T. Hackett 
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November - 2005 Event Calendar 
 

Date Time Event Venue/Contact 

 

Nov 1-2 -- City of Houston Mayor’s Office: 

Delegation from Beijing led by Deputy 

Director of the State Bureau for Letters 

and Calls of China 

Venue: 
Contact: 

-- 
Helen Chang 
713-247-3595 

Nov 1 6:00pm-

7:30pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: Markets & 

Capital, Global Impact and Local Reality 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westin Galleria 
713-522-7811 

Nov 1 6:00pm Consul General of Japan in Houston: 

Travel to Japan seminar 

Venue: 
Contact: 

17 Farnham Park Drive 
713-652-2977 

Nov 3 7:30am-

5:00pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: Women’s 

Global Leadership Conference in Oil and 

Technology 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

Houston Hilton Post 
Oak 
713-522-7811 

Nov 3 7:30am-

1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: Carbon 

Sequestration Workshop 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westin Galleria 
713-844-3656 

Nov 3 5:30pm-

7:30pm 

Center for Houston’s Future: Traditions of 

Civic Leadership 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

Marathon Oil Company 
Tower 
713-844-9325 

Nov 4 8:00am-

10:00am 

Greater Houston Partnership: EU-U.S. 

Panel, Eliminating Barriers to EU-U.S. 

Economic Relations 

Venue: 
Contact: 

GHP 
713-844-3638 

Nov 4 11:30am University of Texas at Houston: 

President’s Award for Leadership in 

Health Ceremony 

Venue: 
Contact: 

School of Public Health 
832-355-9157 

Nov 5 8:30am-

1:00pm 

Asia Society of Texas: Pakistan Update, 

People, Culture, Geography 

Venue: 
Contact: 

University of St.Thomas 
713-439-0051 

Nov 7 7:00am Asia Society of Texas: Korea Update Venue: 
Contact: 

The Houston Club 
713-439-0051 

Nov 7 6:00pm-

7:30pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: Libya, 

Past, Present and Future 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Compass Bank 
713-522-7811 

Nov 8 11:30am- 

1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: Marketing 

Excellence, Automated Marketing Tools 

for the Future 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

InterContinental 
Houston Hotel 
713-844-3694 

Nov 9 11:30am-

1:30pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: Energy 

and Security, Towards a New Foreign 

Policy Strategy 

Venue: 
Contact: 

The Houston Club 
713-522-7811 

Nov 9 Noon-

1:00pm 

Asian Chamber of Commerce: The 

Business Advantage of Being a Member 

of the Greater Houston Partnership 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westin Galleria  
713-782-7222 

Nov 10 10:00am Consulate of Canada and City of Houston: 

Canadian Consulate in Houston, ribbon 

cutting ceremony  

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

City Hall, Harman 
Square 
713-821-1441 

Nov 10 11:30am Houston World Affairs Council: Beyond 

Power and Proximity, Forging a New 

Canadian-American Partnership 

Venue: 
Contact: 

The Magnolia Hotel 
713-522-7812 
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Nov 10 11:30am Texas Medical Center: Annual Luncheon Venue: 
Contact: 

Texas Medical Center 
713-791-8814 

Nov 10 12:00pm-

1:00pm 

Houston International Protocol Alliance: 

“Learn at Lunch- Pakistan” 

Venue: 
Contact: 

City Hall 
713-227-3395 

Nov 10 6:00pm Chinese Community Center: The 2005 

Gala: Education for All 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hilton Post Oak Hotel 
713-271-6100, ext. 109 

Nov 12-

13 

-- Rice University: Islam in the 

Contemporary World 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Rice University 
www.fethullahgulenconf
erence.org 

Nov 12 7:00pm Indian Diwali Celebration Venue: 
Contact: 

Hilton America 
713-247-3595 

Nov 12 7:30pm Arab American Cultural Community 

Center: 10
th
 Annual Unity Friendship Gala 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westchase Marriott  
832-351-3366 

Nov 14 8:15am-

6:00pm 

American Chamber of Commerce and 

Brazil-Texas Chamber of Commerce: 

Brazil, Energy and Power 5 conference 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

Houston Marriott 
Westchase 
281-580-1391 

Nov 14-

15 

-- City of Houston Mayor’s Office: 

Delegation from Yangpu led by Deputy 

Governor of Yangpu 

Venue: 
Contact: 

-- 
713-247-3595 

Nov 15-

26 

-- Houston World Affairs Council: Study 

Tour to Vietnam & Cambodia 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Vietnam & Cambodia 
713-522-7812 

Nov 16 7:30am-

4:30pm 

2005 Power Tools for Nonprofits 

Conference 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Reliant Center 
713-743-1060 

Nov 16 9:00am-

5:00pm 

Houston Networking News: Business 

Expo’ 05 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Reliant Center 
281-778-6661 

Nov 16 Noon-

1:00pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: The Road 

Ahead, Public and Private Partnerships 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hilton Americas 
713-844-3659 

Nov 16 1:30pm Rice University: International Education 

Week 2005 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Rice university 
713-348-6095 

Nov 16 6:00pm-

7:30pm 

Houston World Affairs Council: Islam and 

the West, Is a Clash Inevitable? 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westin Oaks  
713-522-7811 

Nov 17 -- French-American Chamber of Commerce: 

22
nd
 Annual Beaujolais Wine & Food 

Festival 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hilton Hotel 
713-960-0575 
 

Nov 18-

20 

7:00pm American University of Beirut Alumni 

Association of North America National 

Convention 

Venue: 
Contact: 

InterContinental Hotel 
281-497-4282 

Nov 18 7:00am- 

6:00pm 

Foundation Performance Association: 

Foundations on Expansive Soils Seminar 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Sheraton North  
281-442-5100 

Nov 21 11:30am Greater Houston Partnership: Forbes on 

Houston, Houston and America through 

the Eyes of Steve Forbes 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hyatt Regency  
713-844-3678 

Nov 30-

Dec 2 

-- City of Houston Mayor’s Office: 

Delegation from China led by Vice 

Minister of Education 

Venue: 
Contact: 

-- 
Helen Chang 
713-247-3595 
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